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Eutanasia, esta vez sf-Inaki Gabilondo, published in the official webpage of Cadena SER 
12-2-2020: https://play.cadenaser.com/audio/001RDO10000005885595/ 

This audio corresponds to the section La firma de Inaki Gabilondo , which is 
encompassed inside the program Hoy por hoy, presented by Angels Barcelo. The program 
is a magazine whose aim is mainly to inform, but also entertaining. It includes sections 
about sports, debates, interviews, recommendations about books and opinion and is 
characterized by treating the currently. It is broadcasted from Monday to Friday from 
6:00 a.m. to 12:20 p.m. in Cadena SER, the main and most listened radio station in Spain. 
On its behalf, the section by Gabilondo is an editorial commentary in which the journalist 
analyses one of the news of the day in approximately two minutes. It is broadcasted inside 
the schedule of the main program at 9:00 a.m. from Monday to Thursday. 

Going in depth with this audio, which deals with the possible legalization and 
regulation of the euthanasia in Spain and whose duration is two minutes and three 
seconds, Gabilondo starts greeting Angels Bacerlo and then the audience. Through this 
resource, what he is doing is remembering the listener that this is a section inside a 
program whose presenter is Angels, but also situating the program in a specific time of 
the day by saying “Buenos dias”. This is important and common in radio since, contrary 
to other audiovisual media like cinema or television, the audience does not have visual 
references which situate the action in a specific place and time, so it is necessary that 
these elements are introduced in the audio, in this case through the radio speaker. 

After this, he starts with the commentary itself, but it is outstanding that during 
the first thirty seconds he does not give his opinion yet. On the contrary, he gives the facts 
necessary to understand and justify his opinion, which will come later, apart from again, 
situating the listener in a concrete moment of the political history in Spain. This is also 
relevant, since he neither specify who the “new government” is, nor he tells the story 
about euthanasia in the country, which is so relevant to understand why this is happening 
now and why with this government. The explanation to this is that it is assumed that the 
listener is Spanish and that she or he is familiarized with these matters. 



Thereafter, Gabilondo gives his opinion reinforcing it with explanations, like 
when he specifies that Echaniz is a doctor and representative from the Spanish Popular 
Party (PP); or resorting to the archive when he talks about what Casado said about 
euthanasia in October 2018. This is remarkable since he does not follow a common 
chronological structure, but he starts with the most recent facts and only in this moment 
clearly goes back in time, although it is tangible that the past is present during the whole 
commentary by the way in which he talks, treating it as an old and very well-known 
problem for Spanish society. 

In addition to these, he also uses elements which imply opinion: adjectives like 
“lastimosa”, verbs or expressions like “le hayan hecho perder el tacto humano”. However, 
his opinion is even more evident since minute 1:30, when he gives his final thoughts once 
he has provided all the necessary facts: “Me parece muy triste...”. Is due to this way of 
expressing himself that we can perceive this audio as a critic to politicians for what he 
considers a partisan way of confronting this social issue. 

Finally, we can characterize the speech with a formal tone due to the words and 
ways of expressing himself, which implies his objective of maintaining the professional 
ambient but reaching at the same time most of the audience. This is also implicit in his 
tone of voice and vocalization, neither monotonous nor plane, but clear. The journalist 
constantly tries to appeal to the listener, as it is most clearly illustrated by the end of the 
audio “de nuestra vida y de nuestra muerte”. 



